
Can you find these leaves and trees in your garden, your 
street, a park or in the woodland? Don’t worry if you 
find a similar leaf and it’s a bit confusing as many 
trees have closely related species! 

All these photos were taken last week in Leigh Woods. 

1. These similar leaves come in 2 colours but they are 
different species. Do you know the names? 

Sometimes standing under the copper coloured leaves it 
can feel as though you are standing in pink light. Do you 
know what their seeds are called? They used to be fed to 
pigs in the autumn! 

        

2.         

Do you think these 2 trees are related when you look at 
their leaves. Can you see the difference in colour 
between the stalks of the leaves on each tree? What is 
similar and what is different between the leaves?  

One of these trees produces a sweet sap from the trunk 
which is eaten as a syrup – do you know which one? 



3.     

You can usually recognise this tree by looking at the 
many trunks growing from the same ‘stool’ or base! 

Guess what happens when you cut one of the trunks 
right at the bottom? In the late summer/autumn this 
tree produces a seed which we love to eat as well as the 
squirrels. What is it? 

 

4.    

These trees have a beautiful romantic shaped leaf – what 
shape do you think it is? 

There is a green sharp tasting fruit which has the same 
name as this tree – can you guess what the name is? The 
fruit doesn’t grow on these British trees though – it 
grows on a different species of tree! 

 



5.   
This is one of the best known trees in the UK and is very 
important as the largest number of insects live on it! 
Can you guess how many different species of insect can 
live on one of these trees? The seeds on this tree have a 
little cap on and don’t develop until the tree is at least 
40 years old. Do you know the name of the seed? 

 

6. The underside of 
these leaves have 2 little 
white lines along them – 
if you look really closely 
can you see them? 

The leaves of this tree 
don’t fall off in the 
autumn/winter and are 
long and thin like needles. 

Do you know the name for trees where the leaves don’t 
fall? 



7.    

This is another tree which doesn’t lose its leaves in the 
winter! It has much darker needles. 

There are 10 trees of this species in the UK which first 
began growing in the 10th Century – so how old does this 
make these 10 special trees? These trees produce a 
poisonous red berry so be careful! 

 

 

8. This tree has lots of 
leaves on each stalk and 
has big black buds in the 
early spring. 

In the autumn it has 
seeds which whizz 
round and round quickly 
as they fall to the 
ground – this gives the 

seed a special name – do you know what it is? 



9. This tree has beautiful 
blossom in the spring which 
attracts lot of insects. It then 
develops beautiful dark red 
fruits later on. The fruits hang 
by long stalks and have a 
‘stone’ in the middle – can you 
guess what they are? 

The birds love them and the 
name of this tree has ‘bird’ in 
its title! Do you know what it 
is? 

 

 

10.  

    

This tree or shrub has another nickname - the ‘May tree’ 
– can you guess why this nickname has been given? It 
has beautiful blossom and sharp thorns! In the past the 
bright red berries on this tree were used for food, but we 
don’t see food made from it so much any more. 

Another similar looking shrub is the blackthorn but on 
the blackthorn the blossom comes out before the leaves. 
I wonder if you know the name of the berries on the 
blackthorn? They are still used to make a drink! 
 


